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MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney (SBN: 111529) 

THOMAS H. PETERS, Chief Deputy City Attorney (SBN: 163388 

RONALD S. WHITAKER, Assistant City Attorney (SBN: 110160) 

ELIZABETH T. FITZGERALD, Deputy City Attorney (SBN 158917) 

200 N. Main Street, City Hall East, Room 916 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Telephone (213) 473-6848 

ronald.whitaker@lacity.org 


Attorneys for Defendant 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 


LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER, 
an unincorporated association, 
CANGRESS, a non-profit corporation, 
HARRY JAMES JONES, LOUIS 
GRADY, LLOYD HINKLE, WALTER 
SHOAF, individuals, 

Plaintiffs , 
vs. 


LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, 
CENTRAL CITY EAST 
ASSOCIATION, INC., CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES, and Does 1-10, 


Defendants. 


CASE NO.: 2:14-CV-7344-PSG-(AJWx) 

Complaint Filed: September 19, 2014 

DECLATION OF RONALD S. 
WHITAKER IN RESPONSE TO 
PLAINTIFFS’ EX PARTE 
APPLICATION TO AMEND THE 
SCHEDULING ORDER 
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DECLARATION OF RONALD S. WHITAKER 


1. I am an attorney at law duly admitted to practice before this court and 
employed as an Assistant City Attorney with the Defendant, City of Los 
Angeles in the within matter. I make this Declaration in response and support 
of Plaintiffs’ request to amend the scheduling order previously made and 
entered in this case. If called as a witness, I could and would competently 
testify as follows. 

2. On January 11, 2016,1, along with Deputy City Attorney, Elizabeth 
Fitzgerald, attended a hearing before Magistrate Judge Andrew J. Wistrich on 
Plaintiffs’ Motion to Compel Further Discovery Responses. Judge Wistrich 
ordered the parties to meet and confer regarding the matters at issue and after 
approximately two and one-half hours, counsel for the plaintiffs and the City 
of Los Angeles reached an agreement to search for and produce additional 
documents within ten days (January 21, 2016). 

3. On the evening of January 11, 2016, while working on this case, Ms. 
Fitzgerald repeated remarks made to me earlier that day that she was in severe 
pain and felt ill. Later that evening, Ms. Fitzgerald contacted me from the 
hospital where she was undergoing diagnostic testing. On the morning of 
January 12, 2016, Ms. Fitzgerald informed me that she had been placed on 
medical leave for at least two weeks. 

4. On January 13, 2016. Ms. Fitzgerald informed me that she would be 
undergoing exploratory surgery and if the results were negative, would be 
returning to the office no earlier than February 1, 2016. Ms. Fitzgerald further 
informed that if the results were positive, additional intrusive procedures 
would be necessary resulting in a prolonged absence from the office. 

5. I have taken steps to keep plaintiff’s counsel informed of these unfortunate 
developments and file this Response to support plaintiffs’ request to continue 
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the Scheduling Order dates, as well to provide this court with additional facts 
that were not available to plaintiffs’ counsel when their ex parte application 
was filed. 

6. Based upon my personal conversations with Ms. Fitzgerald, the City would 
request that this Court consider extending all dates within the current 
Scheduling Order by at least sixty (60) days to allow sufficient time for Ms. 
Fitzgerald’s recovery, or if necessary, to allow the City to assign this matter to 
a new attorney who will need to familiarize themselves with this case. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that 
the above is true and correct. 

Executed on January 14, 2016, in Los Angeles, California. 


MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney 
THOMAS H. PETERS, Chief Deputy City Attorney 


By:_ [S /_ 

RONALD S. WHITAKER 

Assistant City Attorney 

Attorneys for Defendant CITY OF LOS 

ANGELES 
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